Partnering with The Hague
University of Applied Sciences

Welcome!
For over thirty years, The Hague University
of Applied Sciences has been training
its students to become capable global
citizens. As a ‘networking university of
applied sciences’, we aim to forge longterm relationships with external partners
to benefit all our students. This enables
us to promote knowledge circulation and
shape professional practice together with
our partners.
We see this as our social responsibility.
Our aim here is to tell you more about
our philosophy, goals, educational vision
and the importance of research. We
provide you with an overview of various
collaboration opportunities, as well as of six
examples of successful partnerships.
The Hague University of Applied Sciences
is strongly committed to addressing the
challenges that you and others face in the
professional field. Perhaps you already
belong to our large network of partners
or would like to join. We look forward to
partnering with you and strengthening
existing ties.
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The story of The Hague
University of Applied
Sciences
Leading university of applied sciences
For around thirty years, we have been a leading educational
institution in The Hague and surrounding region. Our roots are
firmly planted in the city itself.
Our main campus and the innovative Zuiderpark Sports Campus
are located in The Hague, and two campuses are located in Delft
and Zoetermeer. The Hague University of Applied Sciences has
numerous, well-established local, regional and national partnerships
and an extensive and growing international network.
More than 27,000 students from over 140 countries take part in our
broad and practice-based degree programmes. Our research is as indepth as it is practice oriented.
The majority of students are enrolled in our full-time bachelor’s
degree programmes. We are dedicated to helping them develop into
professionals who can thrive in today’s society.
For those with previous working experience wishing to develop further
professionally, we offer part-time or dual degree programmes and
master’s or postgraduate degrees. No fewer than 85,000 alumni of The
Hague University of Applied Sciences are now spread around the globe.
Together these former students constitute an expansive and varied
network that we actively support.

A vibrant region
The region of South Holland is an industrious and diverse region. With a
population of over 3.6 million and Rotterdam and The Hague as its most
important centres, this area is a driving force in the Dutch economy. Rotterdam
is a world port city, and The Hague is an international city of peace and justice
and the political seat of our country. Delft and Leiden are home to innovative
Centres of Expertise in the technological and medical fields. The Westland
and the Bleiswijk area are world players in the field of horticulture. The South
Holland region also plays an important role in the field of ICT. For example, at the
Dutch Innovation Factory in Zoetermeer, companies and students of The Hague
University of Applied Sciences work together on applied innovations in information
technology and data science.
As a university of applied sciences, we also face major societal challenges
that require entrepreneurial and creative solutions, and collaboration between
the educational sector, business community and government is essential. This
transition not only requires a resilient job market but also education that aligns with
developments in professional practice, in which lifelong learning is central. In this
vibrant region, we witness how innovations help to create a smarter, cleaner and more
social world. We contribute significantly to this through our education and research.
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Our ambitions

In our education and research, the
following ambitions are guiding:

%

Our education is international
in character and stimulates
networking. All graduates
leave The Hague University
of Applied Sciences as global
citizens.

%

Our education is distinguished
by inclusiveness.

%

Our education is activating,
challenging and feasible.

%

Our research strengthens our
programmes, students and
society.

Our lecturers and students undertake
a quest to learn more about the world
and themselves every day. They want
to develop into global citizens who
think beyond borders with both feet
firmly planted on the ground. Only
in this way can they face the world
openly and with conviction. Key to this
is a focus on society and others. We
believe in the strength of partnership.
We want our students to become
powerful individuals that are able to
change and improve the world in which
they live – by working together, growing
together and stimulating one another.
After all, we need new responses to
the challenges we face, whether far
from home or just around the corner.
We can only find them by continuously
sharing each other’s insights, skills and
methods and then learning to apply
them. Let’s change. You. Us. The world.
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Our education

Our seven faculties
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

We challenge our students each and every
day to develop themselves further. Seven
faculties offer a wide variety of bachelor’s

degree programmes in full-time, part-time
and dual variants. And we can continue

to play a role in their lives after they have
earned their Bachelor’s diploma. For

example, The Hague Graduate School,

part of our university of applied sciences,
allows professionals to further deepen

their knowledge by following a master’s or
postgraduate course.
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Public Management, Law & Safety
Business, Finance & Marketing
Health, Nutrition & Sport
IT & Design
Management & Organisation
Social Work & Education
Technology, Innovation & Society

Proud global citizens

Lifelong Learning

Around 1,900 dedicated lecturers and staff
members of various nationalities and backgrounds
are here to inspire, guide and serve as a sounding
board for our students.

People never stop learning. They want to either
keep up, lead the way, or develop new knowledge,
insights and skills, either alongside or part of their
job. Not only do employers expect this, but the
social need for continuous learning is high.

Every year about three thousand students
graduate. From that moment they take a new step
in their personal and professional development
equipped with extensive skills and tools. As strong
and proud global citizens, they contribute to a
sustainable society that is increasingly dynamic
and places new demands on our potential alumni.
Additionally, students from around the world
participate in our exchange programmes and/or
English-language bachelor’s degree programmes,
internationally oriented Minor programmes or The
Hague Summer School. Or they can enrol in an
English-language master’s degree programme at
The Hague Graduate School, part of The Hague
University of Applied Sciences..

This is precisely why The Hague University of
Applied Sciences is fully committed to Lifelong
Development. We actively endorse the regional
‘Human Capital Agenda’: technology, digitisation
and new insights require continuous alignment
between work and learning. To achieve this, The
Hague University of Applied Sciences offers
a flexible learning platform tailored to specific
learning needs. Professionals with a few years of
work experience, for example, can enrol in a parttime or dual bachelor’s and/or master’s degree
programme or follow modules.
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Our research

At The Hague University of Applied Sciences, we feel just as strongly
about practice-oriented research as we do about education. Our

research leads to practical solutions that can be applied directly in the
professional field. We often conduct research in co-creation with our

partners in government, education, businesses, healthcare and other
institutions – local, regional, national and international.

Centres of Expertise
The Hague University of Applied Sciences has clustered
its research into seven centres of expertise. A centre
of expertise consists of a number of research groups
that work with partners to research a theme. This theme
is specifically related to developments in society. The
research carried out by the centres of expertise benefits
both society and our education.
Our Centres of Expertise:
● Cyber Security
● Digital Operations and Finance
● Global and Inclusive Learning
● Global Governance
● Governance of Urban Transitions
● Health Innovation
● Mission Zero
For a complete overview of all Centres of Expertise and
their projects, see
w ww.thehagueuniversity.com/research/
centre-of-expertise.
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Research groups
At The Hague University of Applied Sciences,
professors, lecturer-researchers and students
form the research groups. Every research
group has its own area of research. Lecturerresearchers, for instance, can focus on social,
economic or technical issues under the
guidance of a professor. The issues are always
topical and socially relevant, ranging from
urbanisation and the aging population to new
financial products, cyber security and much
more. For a complete overview of all research
groups, please see www.thehagueuniversity.
com/research/research-groups.
w
 ww.thehagueuniversity.com/
research/research-groups.
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Collaboration

As a networking university of applied sciences,
strong connections between education, research
and professional practice is The Hague University
of Applied Sciences’ philosophy.
Our values make this explicit:

Curious:
We are curious, ambitious and
enterprising. We want to know
what drives you. We are curious
about your plans and ideas.
Lecturers and students are
committed and take initiative in
the dynamics between society,
education and research.

Connecting:
We invest seriously in the
collaboration with our network
in order to develop new insights.
We seek to connect to you and
professionals in the field, to
learn from you and to allow you
to have your own input. The sum
of all this is greater than the
individual parts.

Knowledge circulation
The Hague University of Applied Sciences aims to forge
long-term connections with you and other partners.
This in turn promotes knowledge circulation, which
creates the opportunity to jointly improve practices
in your institution, company or sector. It is only by
acquiring competencies within both theoretical and
practical contexts that our students develop into global
citizens who think outside the box –
becoming the professionals you and our society as a
whole need.

Caring:
We are involved and careful.
We create a safe climate that
enables everyone to flourish
and innovate.
We want to share our
knowledge and skills with you
in order to provide genuine
added value.
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The Lighthouse
The Lighthouse is a unique centre at The Hague
University of Applied Sciences for meetings and
inspiration. Lectures, workshops, exhibitions, films
and documentaries about social and political issues
motivate our students, staff and network partners
to engage in discussion and debate.

International partnerships
To promote economic and social developments, we
work together with other knowledge and educational
institutions, businesses, the government and social
organisations. This collaboration takes place in the form
of internships, projects, labs, research projects and more –
locally, regionally, nationally and internationally..
A few examples of regional and national partnerships:
\ In both education and research, we have developed

numerous projects and other partnerships with the
municipalities of The Hague, Delft and Zoetermeer,
among others.
\ At regional level, we work together with organisations
like the Economic Board Zuid-Holland, which brings
together businesses, knowledge institutions and
governments.
\ We also have established partnerships with the
Mondriaan regional training centre, Leiden University
and other universities of applied sciences.
\ In addition, we work together with organisations
such as TNO, Haga Hospital and NGOs in The Hague
region.

For more than 20 years, The Hague University of Applied
Sciences has been investing in international collaborations
in the form of partnerships. On the education level and at
our Centres of Expertise, we are involved in more than 300
bilateral partnerships. These collaborations are primarily
focused on the exchange of students, staff and knowledge
and research.
Additionally, we work together at strategic level with
international universities and other institutions. The
goal of these partnerships is to create new synergy
and opportunities that have a positive effect on the
quality of our education and research. We work together
with international knowledge institutions like Tampere
University in Finland, Beijing Foreign Studies University in
China and Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais in Brazil.

Collaboration is in our DNA. We
have much to offer. We have high
expectations. With one goal:
Let’s Change. You. Us. The world.
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What do we offer you?

Your organisation and our
education

Centres of Expertise and
practice-oriented research

When you partner with The Hague University of
Applied Sciences, your organisation will be involved
with students who we stimulate to take a fresh look
at things, who we teach to effectively channel their
curiosity. Students take an undoubtedly different
perspective than experienced professionals. A
partnership with The Hague University of Applied
Sciences provides your organisation with unbiased
input from an external source and new insights
and knowledge which will enable you to address
challenges with greater agility.

Within our university of applied sciences, education
and research are closely intertwined. Research
is indispensable for sharing knowledge and
developing innovation. Therefore, in addition to
our education, you can also benefit from our
research. Our research groups and Centres of
Expertise conduct research in a broad spectrum of
disciplines – economic, technical, social, legal, etc.
Research with practical applicability is paramount,
therefore your input and support are essential.
The results of our research can be used to
further the development of your organisation
and society. How this works in practice can be
seen in the summary of cases found in this
brochure. Each case illustrates how much the
link with professional practice is a spearhead
for The Hague University of Applied Sciences.

Internship company
Do you want to innovate? Are you searching for new
insights? Contact us. There may be opportunities for
your company to become an internship company. If
there is a match, our students will commit their time
and efforts to helping you, for example, evaluating
your target market or contributing innovative
technical knowledge. In all cases, the benefits
are mutual. By contributing to your organisation,
students in turn can develop their skills in practice
and learn from experience.

Assignments and projects
Perhaps your organisation wants to get answers
to operational, strategic or tactical questions. If
this is the case, please contact us. There may be
a match between your question and one of our
degree programmes. If so, our students will gladly
take on your project, either individually, in a group
within a specific degree programme or even a
multidisciplinary group. They may incorporate the
assignment or project into their degree programme
or turn their contribution to your organisation into a
graduation project. Again, all parties benefit from the
partnership.
W
 ant to learn more? Have a look at:
www.thehagueuniversity.com/workingwith-us/work-with-a-student-or-lecturer/
intership-end-graduation-projects
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The right place for your
request
What can The Hague University of Applied
Sciences offer you? A lot, as we have just shown
you. In our opinion, the barrier is low. To make
sure you receive the most appropriate response
and assistance, we work together with a network
of designated contact persons in The Hague
University of Applied Sciences faculties and
Centres of Expertise.
Do you have questions about the opportunities we
offer? Would you like to get to know our university
of applied sciences? Or would you like to talk to an
organisation that works with us already? Simply
contact one of our Centres or Expertise. The link
can be found below.
w ww.thehagueuniversity.com/workingwith-us/work-with-a-student-or-lecturer/
intership-end-graduation-projects
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Athletic skills track for assessing children’s
motor skills

The MQ scan
Addressing stubborn urban problems

Innolab Laak Vitaal
Digital support for rehabilitation after a stroke

FAST@HOME

People who have had a stroke often require long-term
rehabilitation, including exercises at home. Can digital tools
offer rehabilitation support to patients? The Hague University
of Applied Sciences is conducting research into this in the
FAST@HOME project, together with partners such as the
Delft University of Technology, Erasmus Medical Centre,
Hersenstichting Nederland and various small and mediumsized businesses.
In this project, the researchers aim to find answers to many
questions. How can digital tools help patients to keep up the
rehabilitation therapy in an inspiring way? Which factors do the
care professionals involved regard as important for success
or failure? How do patients view this? How can health and skill
development be monitored remotely? A research project on
the cutting edge of healthcare and digital technology.
For more info, visit:
www.fastathome.org

In 2013, The Hague University of Applied Sciences
launched the Innolab Laak Vitaal project as a learning/
working location in the Haagse Molenwijk. At that time,
the idea that residents were increasingly responsible
for their own healthcare, self-care, safety and wellbeing was gaining ground. This trend required
practice-oriented knowledge development for
dealing with difficult urban problems more effectively.
In the Innolab Laak Vitaal, The Hague University
of Applied Sciences experiments with alternative
small-scale solutions together with our network
partners. Solutions that in turn lead to interesting
learning processes and interventions, methods and
tools for practical use. At the Innolab, we conduct
research into important issues such as poverty, job
market participation, citizen initiatives and social
entrepreneurship.
For more info, visit:
laakvitaal.nl/over-innolab-laak-vitaal/

Today’s children are heavier than in the past,
resulting in reduced motor skills. Research
has shown that 80 percent of children do not
get sufficient physical activity. A worrisome
development, especially for their future health. How
can we identify this development at an early stage?
Tests are available to measure the motor skills of
children. But these are very time-consuming and are
not a feasible option for all children.
This motivated The Hague University of Applied
Sciences to launch a pilot study in 2014 using an
athletic skills track. With the help of an app, a teacher
can assess the motor skills of all children in a single
gym class.
The Hague University of Applied Sciences
conducted this research together with VU University
Amsterdam, the Haaglanden Municipal Health
Service, a number of primary schools and the
University of South Australia.
For more info, visit:
www.mqscan.nl

Pursuing new opportunities for entrepreneurs
Intensive collaboration between The Hague University of Applied Sciences and Basalt

Continuous professionalisation in healthcare

Solar panels on sound barriers

In 2019, Sophia Rehabilitation Centre and
Rijnlands Rehabilitation Centre fused into
one new organisation: Basalt. This marked
the creation of the largest expertise centre
for medical specialist rehabilitation care
and therapy in the Netherlands, with ten
locations in The Hague and surrounding
region. The Hague University of Applied
Sciences and Sophia Rehabilitation Centre
– now called Basalt – have been working
together intensively in various areas for
many years.

There are many noise barriers along the railways in our country,
which are managed by ProRail. Is it possible to use these noise
barriers to generate energy? More concretely, can this be done by
attaching solar panels to them? This sounds simple enough but
is anything but. How would the residents nearby feel about shiny
noise barriers? What is the economic return of the solar panels in
this set-up? Would involving local residents improve returns?

Basalt, for instance, offers internships to
students of The Hague University of Applied
Sciences. The interns work both in practice
and in the Smartlab, that focuses on
e-health and new technologies. Basalt and
THUAS are working together to update the
curriculum, such as the Rehabilitation minor.
In the research field, both parties already
have a joint Rehabilitation research group.
Other research groups from the Health,
Nutrition & Sports faculty work together
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Joint research project between The Hague University of
Applied Sciences, ProRail and TNO

with Basalt, too. When it comes to scientific
research, Leiden University Medical Centre
is a leading partner.
The Hague University of Applied Sciences
and Basalt are fully committed to innovation.
New knowledge creates value by, for
example, its translation into new products,
services and processes. Living Labs play an
important role in this.
In this synergy between education,
research and innovation, The Hague
University of Applied Sciences and
Basalt contribute to the continuous
professionalisation of the healthcare
sector. Each activity is meant to generate
a chain of consequent improvements.
Professionals, lecturers and students form
a learning community, investigating what
works and what does not work.
F
 or more info, visit:
https://tinyurl.com/basalthhs

Together with ProRail, TNO, municipalities and other partners,
The Hague University of Applied Sciences is researching the
possibilities of solar panels for noise barriers. The project is in the
pilot stage. Once the results are in, ProRail hopes to implement
the set-up on a larger scale. The study results may also provide
insight into the use of solar panels on noise barriers along
motorways.
The role of THUAS in this collaborative project is to design the
integration of the solar panel systems with the public energy grid.
In addition, we are supervising the input of local residents and
are trying to facilitate their participation in such a way that
the installation of the panels does not meet with resistance.
This in turn helps ProRail to carry out the project faster and at
lower cost.

Future-Proof Retail

The retail sector is developing at a rapid pace.
Shopping streets are evolving. Webshops are booming.
People are spending their time and money in new ways.
These are exciting developments. Some entrepreneurs
see them as threats, while others focus on the
opportunities they provide. City centres and small
towns face their own specific challenges in this area.
Together with more than 30 partners across the
Netherlands, The Hague University of Applied Sciences
developed the Future-Proof Retail project. In the
project, entrepreneurs are orienting themselves to
new developments. They learn new skills and insights
quickly, effectively and in an fun way. Experiments take
place in 11 living labs.
This project has grown to involve 250 entrepreneurs
and 600 students! And has resulted in 32 learning
tools thus far, from quick scans to the board game
‘Hospitality’. Future-Proof Retail contributes to lively
city centres and a circular economy in the Netherlands.
F
 or more info, visit:
https://futureproofretail.nl/
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Facts & figures
Students and
lecturers from
more than

26.000

350

146

including

exchange
partners

different
countries

13%

students

more than

exchange
students

14.172
7

45

Faculties

9

Bachelor
Programmes

Master
Programmes

14,750 students reached
through research and
education of the research
groups

1.350

students actively
involved in research

29

7

1400

Research
Groups

Centres of
Expertise

Lecturers

4

campuses in and around
The Hague

365

Publications

44.475

people reached through the conferences
and lectures of the research groups,
including
The Hague

Delft

Zoetermeer

Sportscampus
Zuiderpark

Data 2018

The Hague University of Applied
Sciences
Main campus
Johanna Westerdijkplein 75
2521 EN The Hague
P.O. Box 13336
2501 EH The Hague
+31 (0)70 445 88 88

www.thehagueuniversity.com

10.650 students
22.250

people from the
professional field and
society.

